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Sonata from Die Bankelsangerlieder 

The work was discovered at the end of a collection of vocal pieces published in 1684 under the main 

title “Die Bankelsangerlieder.” or “The Song of the Bench Singers”. The term “bankelsanger” or bench 

singer referred to an itinerant musician or busker who performed in the local tavern while standing 

on benches. The Italian translation for a “bankelsanger” is “cantastoria”, which means “story singer”, a 

singer who tells his story while gesturing to a series of painted or printed images. Baroque in 

style, some music academics believe that the work may have actually been composed by the German 

composer Daniel Speer (1636–1709).  This lively work is unusual in the quality of its themes and 

even more so in the antiphonal effects produced by the answering back and forth between various 

groupings of instruments. 

 
Superbrass Music 

Since the start of Superbrass in early 2005, I have strived to commission new original compositions 

and arrangements for brass and percussion. 

Superbrass Music is committed to developing accessible new music for brass of the very highest 

quality. 

Illegal photocopying denies composers and publishers of their rightful revenue. 

A lack of revenue deters publishers from investing in new commissions. 

ALL MUSICIANS suffer the consequences of illegal photocopying. 
The future is in your hands. 

Now that you have the facts, you can help the future of the creative music world. 

 

If you do happen upon any errors please let me know by contacting me personally at 

info@superbrass.co.uk 

Roger Argente / Artistic Director 
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